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VILLAGE OF PLEASANT PRAIRIE, WISCONSIN 
ZONING ORDINANCE--VARIANCE PETITION APPLICATION 
To:  Village Zoning Board of Appeals: 
I (We) hereby request a variance from Section(s) _______________________ of the Village Zoning 

Ordinance to: _________________________________________________________________________ 
                                          (specifically describe the dimensional variance requested)  

on the property located at ___________________________ and legally described as:  ______________  

____________________________________________________________________________________  

Tax Parcel Numbers: ___________________________________________________________________  

I (We) have attached a written statement that explains the following information: 

1. Explain the special site conditions on the property that requires the requested variance and 
explain how these conditions restrict the property so that in the absent of the variance there is 
no reasonable use of the property.   

2. Explain the unnecessary hardships or practical difficulties that would result on the property if 
the variance is not granted. 

I (We), have contacted the Community Development Department to arrange a pre-application meeting to 
discuss the proposed request with the Village staff to determine additional information that may be 
needed to consider the request.  

I, (We), hereby certify that all the above statements and attachments submitted herewith are true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 

PROPERTY OWNER:      OWNER'S AGENT: 

Print Name: __________________________________  Print Name: ___________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________  Signature: ______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________  Address:_______________________________ 

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 
(City)                 (State)  (Zip)    (City)                   (State)  (Zip) 

Phone: ______________________________  Phone: _______________________________  

Fax: _________________________________  Fax: __________________________________ 

Date _________________________________  Date: _________________________________ 

VPPCOMDEV-0021-F (REV. 9/04) 



 2

VARIANCE STANDARDS 

Variances are not granted routinely.  The application for a variance must clearly 
show the Zoning Board of Appeals that the three Wisconsin State Statutory 
Standards that govern granting a variance will be met. 
1. Unnecessary Hardship: A situation where, in the absence of a variance, an owner can 

make no feasible use of the property.  A variance is not warranted if the physical 
character of the property allows a landowner to build or develop in compliance with the 
zoning ordinance. 

The hardship or difficulty must be peculiar to the zoning parcel in question and 
different from that of other parcels, not which  affects all parcel similarly.  
Generally, hardships arise because of some unique property limitation of a parcel or 
because the property was created before the passage of the zoning ordinance and is not 
economically suitable for a permitted use, or will not accommodate a structure of 
reasonable design for a permitted use, if all area, yard and setback requirements are 
observed. 

Loss of profit or pecuniary hardship is not in and of itself  grounds for a variance. 

Self-imposed hardship is not grounds for a variance.  Reductions resulting from the 
sale of portions of a property that reduce the remainder below buildable size or cut off 
existing access to a public right-of-way, or deed restriction imposed by the owner's 
predecessor in title are generally considered to be self-imposed hardships. 

The hardship cannot be one that would have existed in the absence  of a Zoning 
Ordinance.  Sometimes, a legitimate hardship results from the interaction of the 
provisions of the zoning ordinance with other actions or regulations adopted by public 
authorities. 

2. Unique Property Limitations:  Unique physical characteristics of the property, not the 
desires of or conditions personal to the applicant must prevent the applicant from 
developing in compliance with the zoning ordinance.  These features may be a wetland, 
soil type, parcel shape, or steep slope that limits the reasonable use of the property. 

3. Protection of the Public Interest:  Granting of a variance must not harm the public 
interest.  The public interest includes the interests of the public at large, not just that of 
nearby property owners.  Lack of local opposition does not in itself mean that a variance 
will not harm the public interest. 
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