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A great place to 

live, work & play!

Thanksgiving Holiday
Village offices will be closed on Thursday, November 
24 and Friday, November 25 in honor of the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. Village offices will reopen for regular business hours 
on Monday morning, November 28. 

There will be no recycling or garbage collection on Thursday, November 24.
Garbage and recycling collection will resume on November 25 and will 
continue through November 26, with scheduled pickups delayed by one day. 

White goods and electronics will not be collected during Thanksgiving week 
but may be brought to the Residential Recycling Center on the days it is open. 
The Residential Recycling Center will be closed on Thursday, November 24 
and will reopen for regular business hours on Friday, November 25. 

Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving Holiday.  o
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A great place to 
live, work & play!

Meet the Makers at Pleasant Prairie Mini Maker Faire
Saturday, November 26 from 10:00 to 3:00 at RecPlex

Register for Free Admission at MakerFairePleasantPrairie.com
Have you ever wondered, “how it’s made or why it’s made 
that way”? Join us at the Pleasant Prairie Mini Maker Faire on 
Saturday, November 26 to meet the Makers and ask them 
for yourself! Admission to the event is free, though advance 
registration is strongly recommended. 

The Maker Movement encourages making of all kinds, which 
by its very nature is “hands-on.” Hands-on youth workshops 
and activities planned for the Pleasant Prairie Mini Maker Faire 
include:
 • pottery workshops (throughout the day)
 • modeling make and take (throughout the day)
 • Nerdy Derby (throughout the day)
 • Tinkercad (throughout the day)
 • pressmen hats with Kenosha News (throughout the day)
 • thermo forming masks (throughout the day)
 • Electric Beats (throughout the day)
 • virtual welding (throughout the day) 
 • help make a solar charged lamp (throughout the day)
 • launch paper airplanes (throughout the day)
 • use a ham radio (throughout the day)
 • try your hand at calligraphy (throughout the day)

Most of the activities available are free or very low cost and will 
be offered throughout the day while activity supplies last.
There’s more, learn from other amazing Makers! 

Meet an amateur telescope maker. Learn how to use a spinning 
wheel. Meet Kenosha Lego Masters and a balloon twister. 
Learn about electricity with UW-Parkside. See robots, energy 
efficient vehicles, and more with LakeView Tech. Learn about 3D 
printing with Gateway, Milwaukee Maker Space, and Kronik3d. 
See a prototype for electric streets. Learn about creating a 
Maker Space and making rockets. Meet the Lost in Space 
Robot (replica). Watch a blacksmith complete the final step 
of making steel roses. And, watch as Lakeview Tech students 
use trebuchets to launch pumpkins. Crafters will also be 
selling: hand-blown glass, hand-crafted  functional porcelain, 
blacksmithed art, Inkies (wearable/huggable) art, the Glue 
Looper, crocheted and knit apparel, laser engraved novelties, and 
quilts and felted items. Famous Daves, Mondo de la Rosa, and 
LA Grill will also be on site selling food items throughout the day.
 
Visit MakerFairePleasantPrairie.com to get your free tickets 
today. Please note that our list of Makers and vendors may 
change as the event draws near. Please help us thank our 
amazing sponsors: Make Magazine, Gateway Technical College, 
Leeward Business Advisors, the Kenosha Area 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Catalyst Exhibits, 
K-Log, Herzing University, Educators Credit Union, 
Kenosha News, AT&T, the Kenosha Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Connections Academy, Corner 
Bakery, and Culvers of Pleasant Prairie.  o

Free Admission...Activities and Workshops...Inspiring Ideas...Craft Vendors
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Change Proposed
to 2017 General 

Government Budget
change will lower increase 

in proposed property tax levy
from 6% to 4.17%

On October 7, Village staff presented the proposed 
2017 General Government Budget to the Village Board. 
The budget, as presented on October 7, proposed an 
increase in the municipal tax levy of approximately 6%. 
Since that time, staff has received final figures related 
to 2016 road paving projects and 2017 state road aids.

Final costs for a road paving project came in $180,000 
less than expected. After opening the road to begin 
work on a project, Village engineers determined that the 
road base was in much better condition than expected 
and that they did not need to perform restoration work 
prior to repaving the road. The remaining unused funds 
will be rolled into the 2017 road maintenance budget. 
Additionally, the Village will receive $21,285 more than 
expected in road aid from the State of Wisconsin to 
complete 2017 paving projects.

Staff has updated the proposed 2017 General 
Government Budget to reflect these amounts. The 
change will lower the increase in the proposed property 
tax levy from 6% to 4.17%. With the proposed change 
to the 2017 General Government Budget, the Village 
portion of the property tax bill for a median valued 
home ($205,400) is expected to increase by $26.20 
over the 2016 amount, as opposed to $42.25 as 
previously expected. 

A public hearing related to the 2017 budget has 
been planned for Monday, November 21 at 6:00 
p.m. The hearing will be held in the auditorium on 
the south side of Village Hall, located at 9915 39th 
Avenue. Information related to the proposed budget 
will be posted at http://PleasantPrairieOnline.com/
BoardsandCommissions/VillageBoard/Meetings/
Meetings2016.asp prior to the November 21 meeting.  
(This issue of the Village Newsletter was sent to the 
printer on Monday, November 14.)  o

Watch for more information related to 
the 2017 General Government Budget in 

the next issue of the Village Newsletter. 

Please Help Us 
Congratulate Our Young 

Patriots Swimmers
During late October, 61 swimmers competed in the USA 
Swimming IM Extreme Games. Swimmers in various 
age groups completed a set list of events and earned a 
performance score for each event. At the end of the meet, 
champions were crowned in each age group for their 
cumulative score. The following nine through twelve year 
old Patriots swimmers were awarded for their top score of 
the event: Eleni Gewalt, Mia Walker, Aly Wallander, Joshua 
Cao, Niko Therman, Natalie DiProspero, Emily DiProspero, 
Nicholas Kunst, Addison Lane, Abbi Zabel, Julia Pintescu, 
CJ Gilbert, and Ben Gilbert. 

Teams from the following swim committees participated 
in the event: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Lake Erie, 
Michigan, Midwestern, Minnesota, North Dakota, Ohio, 
South Dakota, and Wisconsin. At the conclusion of the meet, 
each team had their score tallied for a total team champion. 
This year, the Pleasant Prairie Patriots were crowned Team 
Champions of the IM Extreme Games. 

Over the same October weekend, Patriot Swimmer 
Frankie Jamies competed at the Fred Lamback Disability 
Invitational. This is an International Para Swimming event 
specifically for athletes with disabilities. The meet took place 
at the August Aquatic Center in Georgia. Frankie competed 
in the S14 division, winning every race he swam. Frankie 
set an IPC American Record for the 50 freestyle, 100 
butterfly, and 100 freestyle and took first place in the 50 
butterfly and the 200 freestyle. He has been invited to the 
IPC National Championships. The meet acts as a selection 
event for the IPC World Championships, which will be held 
in Mexico next fall. At this point Frankie is the favorite to 
qualify in all of the races listed above. Please join us in 
congratulating Frankie and his fellow Patriots swimmers for 
their hard work and achievements.  o
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What Is the Solid Waste Utility
The Solid Waste Utility provides curbside garbage, recycling, and leaf 
collection for approximately 7,500 homes. The utility also operates the 
Residential Recycling Center six days per week (on-season) and on 
Saturdays during the off-season. It offers: monthly hazardous waste 
collection (on-season); free compost and mulch; two shred events per year; 
and Christmas tree drop-off sites. 

Over the past several years, the Village has seen an overall decrease in grant 
funding from the State for both recycling and hazardous waste elimination 
programs along with a decline in the resale value of recyclable material 
and recycling rebates. Staff has been working on an ongoing basis to find 
innovative ways to offset these decreases in revenue in order to keep fees 
for these services at a reasonable level for residents. 

What to Expect During 2017
NEW As part of the 2017 Solid Waste Budget, the Residential Recycling 
Center will remain open on Saturdays throughout the year. Please see page 
seven to learn more. Projects scheduled for completion during 2017 include 
the installation of overhead doors on the electronics recycling storage 
shed and the installation of additional lights on the driveway into the new 
Residential Recycling Center. 

Solid Waste Debt
During 2014, the Solid Waste Utility made its final debt payment. It is now 
debt free and is expected to remain that way for the foreseeable future. 
Large vehicle and equipment purchases for the utility, such as replacement 
trucks, will continue to be made with dollars from the Fleet Internal Service 
Fund (please see the article on page five). 

Where to Learn More About Solid Waste Services
You can find more information about solid waste services on pages six 
through eleven of your 2016 Village Calendar. You will also find more 
information about solid waste services online at PleasantPrairieOnline.com 
under the Garbage Recycling & Hazardous Waste tab.  o

2017 Solid Waste Utility Budget
Residential Recycling Center to remain
open on Saturdays throughout the year

Think.Green

Please.REcycLe
$

In our small part of the world, 
access to resources seems almost 
unlimited. We live in a time and 
place of relative abundance, where 
convenience is a top priority and 
time is a precious commodity. 

Despite this, households throughout 
our community have made the time 
to reduce, reuse, and recycle in 
efforts to both take better care of our 
natural resources (and our planet) 
and to help save the cost of dumping 
more garbage into a landfill. 

Village staff would like to thank 
all those who consistently make a 
conscious effort to rinse and recycle 
their plastics, glass, and cans, and 
to recycle their junkmail and other 
paper and cardboard. We would 
like to thank those who regularly 
recycle old electronics and those 
that compost their food waste. Due 
to your efforts, more than 2,296 tons 
of material have been kept out of the 
landfill this year alone.

During 2017, we are hoping to 
increase household recycling to 
approximately 2,400 tons, while not 
increasing the amount of garbage 
placed in the landfill (an estimated 
6,996 tons in 2016).  

Thank you!
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When snow starts to fall, the Public Works 
Department activates its Snow and Ice 
Removal Plan. Exactly what happens 
under the plan depends on the amount 
of precipitation that has fallen, what has 
been predicted to fall, the temperature, the 
expected duration of the storm, and moisture 
content. There are steps you, as a resident, 
can take to ensure that snow removal 
operations run safely and smoothly...

Remove your vehicles from public 
streets when approximately 2 inches of 
snow has fallen or is predicted to fall. 
Vehicles parked in the road not only make 
it more difficult for our drivers to thoroughly 
clean the streets, but it also endangers safety 
by forcing them to zigzag in and out of traffic 
on slippery roads. As a reminder, the Village 
will ticket violators. Snow emergencies are 
announced on Time Warner Cable Channel 
25, at PleasantPrairieOnline.com, by text 
or email through Nixle.com, via Twitter.
com and Facebook.com, and through local 
television, radio and print media. 

If possible, stay off the road. 
As much as possible, please avoid 
driving or parking on the road during 
heavy snowstorms. 
Our primary purpose is to clear streets for 
emergency vehicles. The less traffic our 
drivers encounter, the faster and more 
efficiently they can clear the streets.

Drive cautiously. If you must be out, please use extreme caution.
Many motorists drive too fast for conditions or try to stop too quickly. Drive 
slowly and defensively. Often times it is necessary to drive more slowly than 
the posted speed limits, which are based on dry pavement conditions. Use 
your headlights when precipitation starts. Always use your seat belts, drive 
sober, and don’t allow yourself to be distracted when driving. 

Use caution when you encounter a snowplow.
Please use extreme caution when driving behind or passing a snow-plow. 
State law requires that you stay at least 200 feet behind a working snowplow. 
When following a snowplow, make sure that you can see the driver’s mirrors 
to ensure that the driver is able to see you. If you have to pass a working 
snowplow, please be careful. The snowplow can create a cloud of snow 
that can obscure your vision. The roadway behind a plow is usually in better 
condition than the roadway in front of it.

Find winter road conditions and traffic information at 5-1-1. 
Via phone, text or online, 5-1-1 can help you plan for safer travel during 
the winter weather season. Learn more about this Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation service at http://www.511wi.gov/Web/.

Do not shovel or blow snow into public streets.
This not only defeats the purpose of our snow plowing, but it is a violation 
of Village Ordinances because it causes unsafe conditions for all drivers. All 
shoveled or blown snow must be piled in your yard or parkway.

Keep children well away from the street.
Please remind children playing in the snow or building snow forts or snowmen 
to stay well away from the street. 

Keep sidewalks and fire hydrants clear.
If you live in a portion of the Village where sidewalks have been installed, 
please remove snow and ice from your sidewalk within 24 hours of a snowfall. 
Please also remember to clear snow and ice away from fire hydrants located 
on or near your property. Keeping hydrants clear will help save valuable time, 
should a fire emergency occur in your neighborhood.

Help your neighbors.
The Village encourages all residents to please assist your elderly neighbors 
with snow removal tasks whenever possible. More information related 
to Pleasant Prairie’s Snow and Ice Removal Plan is available at 
PleasantPrairieOnline.com.  o

Winter Weather Snow Safety Reminders

CLEAN WATER, DE-ICING TIP...
When choosing a de-icer for your sidewalk or drive, look for one that is pet-, child-, 
and/or plant-safe. Those with calcium magnesium acetate, potassium chloride, 
or calcium chloride are typically a good alternative. A quick internet search for 
environmentally friendly de-icing should offer even more ideas.
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2017 Fleet Internal 
Service Fund Budget
established to fund replacement vehicles

and equipment without borrowing

Created in 2009, the Fleet Internal Service Fund 
purchases, manages, maintains, and repairs all vehicles, 
equipment, attachments and tools for all Village 
departments, except for Police and Fire & Rescue. With 
this structure, maintenance and replacement costs are 
factored into a pay-per-use system for each participating 
Village department. Through the pay-per-use system, 
the Village sets money aside for maintenance, repair 
and replacement needs in order to avoid borrowing in 
order to purchase equipment. The fund manages 135 
vehicles/equipment with 133 attachments and 392 
tools (such as chain saws, pumps, and items valued at 
over $250). During 2017, the Fleet Internal Service Fund 
increased rates charged to Village departments by 2% 
in order to cover increasing costs. Rates had also been 
increased by 2% during both 2015 and 2016. Prior to 
2015, the Fleet Internal Service Fund had not increased 
rates since its creation in 2009.

Over the years, the Fleet Internal Service Fund has built 
a solid base of funds to purchase vehicle replacements. 
The fund has also helped the Village to better estimate 
the number of hours spent maintaining the fleet. A 
majority of equipment and vehicle maintenance is 
performed in-house by one part-time and two full-
time mechanics assisted by additional Public Works 
maintenance personnel. During 2017, the Fleet Internal 
Service Fund has plans to hire an additional mechanic to 
help reduce the number of hours that Public Works field 
personnel spend helping to maintain the fleet. 

During 2017, the Fleet Internal Service Fund has 
plans to purchase: a used single axle truck; a used 
replacement semi tractor; a replacement garbage 
truck; plow equipment; a used cab and chassis to 
build a single axle plow truck; a used water truck for 
Public Works; a used fork lift; replacement equipment 
trailers; a replacement asphalt roller; a replacement 
air compressor; attachments for a track excavator; 
hose reels; a drive on hoist; departmental replacement 
vehicles; and fuel dispensing equipment. Many pieces of 
equipment are purchased at auction. These purchases 
will be made without incurring any additional debt.  o

What is the Clean Water Utility
The Clean Water Utility was created in 2006 in response 
to Federal mandates requiring municipalities to improve 
storm water quality. The rules were put in place to protect 
our country’s lakes, streams, rivers and groundwater from 
contaminated storm water runoff. Storm water is rain or 
melting snow. As it flows across the landscape, it collects 
contaminants from properties and transports them through 
the storm sewer and into our natural water resources. Clean 
Water Utility projects that benefit the Village as a whole and 
maintenance and replacement of existing infrastructure are 
funded by the Clean Water Utility. Those projects that benefit 
a specific drainage area are typically funded by special 
assessment to the affected property owners. 

The Village collects a storm water fee from property owners 
based upon how a property generates storm water runoff 
(calculated based on the types of surfaces on and the size 
of a property). All properties contribute to storm water runoff 
to varying degrees based upon their soil type and surface 
and how the property is being used. The funds collected by 
the utility are used to pay for: maintenance of Village-owned 
storm water infrastructure (like storm sewer); repair and 
cleaning of catch basins; and preserving natural drainage 
systems like streams and vegetative buffers. The utility is 
also building a fund to pay for the future replacement of 
existing infrastructure/assets. Infrastructure maintained by 
the Clean Water Utility is valued at more than $22 million 
dollars. The Clean Water Utility does not hold any debt.

What to Expect During 2017
During 2017, the Clean Water Utility will continue to perform 
street sweeping, outfall inspections, behind the curb sump 
drain inspections, and catch basin cleaning. The utility has 
plans to complete: shoreline protection at Lake Andrea and 
storm water improvements and stream bank stabilization for 
Carol Beach Park. More information about the Clean Water 
Utility, including an informational video, is available under 
the Services tab at PleasantPrairieOnline.com.  o

Clean Water Utility Budget 
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Pictured above is an Edison Amberola model 30 
phonograph that was recently donated to the Pleasant 
Prairie Historical Society by Lewis and Marie Lindquest. 
The Lindquest’s acquired the phonograph from Ken 
Nelson who grew up listening to the phonograph with 
his family. The Edison Amberola phonographs, like the 
one pictured, were produced from 1909 to 1929. Early 
editions of the Edison phonograph employed a wax 
record that played for a duration of two minutes. Later 
the Amberola record was introduced that extended the 
playing time from two to four minutes. 

Edison phonographs play vertically cut records with a 
stylus that bobs up and down along grooves cut into 
the record causing vibrations, which were amplified by 
the horn to create sound. The Amberola phonographs 
have internal horns as opposed to external ones 
featured in earlier versions of the phonograph. 

There are two separate series of Amberola machines. 
The first was designated with Roman numerals, 
Amberolas I through X. The second series were 
Amberolas 30, 50, and 75. The model numbers 
referred to their original price in dollars. The 
phonograph pictured here is a model 30, which was 
a common household machine. Edison called his 
machine a phonograph meaning “sound-writer.” 

Can you help us add to this story? The Historical 
Society is always looking for members who have an 
interest in researching historical topics. If you would 
like to become a member of the Historical Society, 
please contact us at HistoricalSociety@plprairie.org 
or (262) 947-3600.  o

Pleasant Prairie 
Historical Society

...Edison Amberola model 30 phonograph...

Veterans Day Ceremony
Thank you to all who joined 
us on November 6 for 
Pleasant Prairie’s Veterans 
Day Ceremony. Your presence 
was a tribute to all those 
who have served and are 
serving in our country’s 
military. Thank you for helping 
to honor our service men 
and women. The Village 
would like to extend special 

congratulations to Pleasant Prairie VFW Post 7308 for being 
named Wisconsin’s All State Post for the sixth consecutive 
year and All American Post for the fourth consecutive year 
within the National VFW organization. Special thanks go to 
the following organizations for their role in the ceremony: 
Pleasant Prairie VFW Post 7308; Kenosha Area Vietnam 
Veterans; Pleasant Prairie Police Department Honor 
Guard; American Legion Paul Herrick Post 21; Korean War 
Veterans of America Chapter 227; North Suburban Young 
Marines; Bugles Across America; Jimano’s of Pleasant 
Prairie; Culvers of Pleasant Prairie; Paielli’s Bakery; Little 
Miss Pleasant Prairie Adelynn Lenz; Miss Pleasant Prairie 
Elizabeth Kelly and the Randall Junior Optimist Club.  o

Thank you for joining us...

Safety Day in the Prairie
Members of the Pleasant Prairie Fire & Rescue Association 
would like to sincerely thank all who attended and 
supported the inaugural Safety Day in the Prairie on 
Saturday, October 8. The department greatly appreciates 
the support of the community and enjoyed meeting those 
who attended. The department is planning to host another 
Safety Day in the Prairie during the fall of 2017.  o

Tennis Court Ribbon Cuttings
Tennis/pickleball courts 
recently installed at Village 
Green Park and Pleasant 
Prairie Park were formally 
opened for use on Saturday, 
November 5. The Village 
Board, Plan Commission, 
Park Commission and staff 
would like to thank all those 
who attended the two ribbon cutting ceremonies that day. 
We would also like to thank Little Miss Pleasant Prairie 
Adelynn Lenz and Miss Pleasant Prairie Elizabeth Kelly for 
their assistance during the festivities.  o

1 2 3 4 5 6 78

mailto:newsletter%40plprairie.com?subject=November%20Village%20Newsletter
mailto:HistoricalSociety%40plprairie.org?subject=November%20Village%20Newsletter


7Send feedback and mailing address changes to newsletter@plprairie.com.VNL 112016

KIDS
ARE 

FREE!
RECPLEX
BLACK FRIDAY

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL!

NO
JOINING FEE!

RecPlex: 9900 Terwall Terrace, Pleasant Prairie, WI  53158   (262) 947-0437  www.RecPlexOnline.com

The perfect family gift.
Offer runs Nov 25 - Nov 27 Only!  

The Village would 
like to remind 
residents that 
the sledding 

hill at Ingram 
Park is 

ready 
for use 

pending 
an adequate amount of 
snowfall. Ingram Park 
is located at 5724 93rd 
Street. Rules for the park 
are posted on site, and 
all are asked to please be 
safety minded and sled 
responsibly. Have a fun 
winter weather season.  o

Residential
Recycling Center
and Hazardous
Waste Collection

NEW...the Residential Recycling Center 
will now remain open on Saturdays 
throughout the entire year between 7:00 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. (including December 
through March). The site will be closed 
for the season Monday through Friday as 
of December 5, and will resume Monday 
through Friday hours on March 27, 2017. 

Saturday, December 3 will be the last 
day for Hazardous Waste Collection at 
the site during 2016. The first Hazardous 
Waste Collection of 2017 will take place 
on Saturday, April 1. More information 
about the Residential Recycling Center 
is available in your 2016 Village 
Calendar and Resource Directory or at 
PleasantPrairieOnline.com.  o

Sledding Hill 
at Ingram 
Park Ready 
for Snow

NEW
SNOW
SHOVELING TIP...

To decrease the amount of 
snow left at the end of your 
driveway after a pass from 
the snow plow, push or blow 
snow to the right side of your 
driveway as you face the street. 
Place as little snow as possible 
at the lower left hand side of 
your driveway where it meets 
the street. While this won’t 
eliminate the pile of snow at 
the end of your driveway after a 
snow plow passes, it can make 
the pile more manageable and 
easier to clear. 

An internet search for tips for 
shoveling snow a the end of 
your driveway should offer 
more ideas and options.  o
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