
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleasant 
Prairie, Kenosha County, Wisconsin will conduct a public hearing pursuant to Section 
66.0827 Wis. Stats., to vacate Sewer Utility District D, alter the boundaries of the 
Lake Michigan Sanitary Sewer District and to establish the Pleasant Prairie Sewer 
Utility.  This action will be considered in order to assure that the Village of Pleasant 
Prairie is in compliance with the rules of the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources governing the diversion of water from the Lake Michigan watershed.
 
 A report and maps of the proposed district boundaries are on file at the 
Pleasant Prairie Village Hall, 9915 39th Avenue, and may be inspected there during 
any business day between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

 You are further notified that the governing body will hear all interested persons, 
or their agents or attorneys, concerning the vacation, altering and establishing of 
sewer utility districts in the Village and the above described report at 6:30 p.m. 
on the 16th day of November, 2009 in the Pleasant Prairie Village Hall, 9915 39th 
Avenue.

 Dated this 20th day of October, 2009.

        Jane M. Romanowski 
       Village Clerk

 Published:  October 20, 2009

Notice of Public Hearing to Vacate
Sewer Utility District D, Alter the Boundaries
of the Lake Michigan Sanitary Sewer District

and to Establish the Pleasant Prairie Sewer Utility
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Map Showing Proposed Sewer Districts

Proposed
Proposed changes would alter the size of the Lake Michigan 

Sanitary Sewer Utility District to a small pocket of utility 
customers outside of the corporate limits of the Village.

Proposed
Proposed changes would vacate the Sewer Utility District D and establish a new Pleasant Prairie 

Sewer Utility within the corporate limits of the Village. The changes would simplify the accounting and 
administration efforts for the districts, which in turn will make their management more efficient. There will 
be no change in sewer rates solely as a result of the establishment of a new Pleasant Prairie Sewer Utility.



  

On November 16, 2009, the Village Board, 
acting in their capacity as commissioners of 
both the Lake Michigan Sanitary Sewer Utility 

District and Sewer Utility District D, will be proposing a change 
to the Village’s sanitary sewer utility districts. The proposed 
change will essentially establish one sewer utility district 
for all current and future sanitary sewer customers within 
the corporate limits of Pleasant Prairie. The current district 
boundaries were previously established based on where the 
need for sewer service existed, and based, in part, on their 
geographical relationship to the sub-continental divide.  

A sub-continental divide runs through the middle of the 
Village, effectively splitting it into two watersheds. Sewer 
Utility District D discharges its treated water into the Des 
Plaines River, which ultimately flows to the Gulf of Mexico 
via the Mississippi River. The Lake Michigan Sanitary Sewer 
Utility District discharges its wastewater to the Kenosha 
Water Utility’s treatment plant near Lake Michigan, where 
the treated water is then discharged into Lake Michigan.

During the mid-1980’s, radium was discovered in the 
municipal wells that serviced citizens in the former Town of 
Pleasant Prairie. Radium is a naturally occurring element that 
can be found to increase the level of cancer with significant 
exposure. For those customers of public and private water 
utilities in the Lake Michigan basin (east of the sub-
continental divide), the problem was resolved by extending 
municipal water mains with treated Lake Michigan water 
and abandoning the utility wells that were contaminated with 
radium. For the residents that lived in the Des Plaines basin 
(west of the sub-continental divide), the change from radium 
contaminated well water to treated Lake Michigan water was 
far more difficult.
 
Obtaining Lake Michigan water for the Des Plaines watershed 
meant creating a diversion out of the Great Lakes basin into 
the Mississippi River basin. A diversion could only be legal if 
the eight governors surrounding the Great Lakes agreed to 

A Message Regarding Proposed Changes 
to the Village Sewer Utility Districts
New Pleasant Prairie Sewer Utility Proposed

the diversion. In 1990, the Village received permission from 
the eight governors of the Great Lakes states to temporarily 
divert treated water from the Lake Michigan watershed and 
discharge it, after treatment, through Sewer Utility District D 
and an additional plant (called 73-1) located at the state line 
until 2010.

Over the past 20 years, the Village has been steadily 
diverting small amounts of water out of the Des Plaines 
basin and back into the Lake Michigan basin. In 2010,  
however, according to the terms of the temporary diversion 
agreement, both wastewater treatment plants must be 
closed, and all wastewater will be sent to the City of Kenosha 
treatment plant, thus ending the diversion out of the Great 
Lakes basin.

Since all wastewater will be treated by the Kenosha Water 
Utility, in order to minimize administration and accounting 
efforts (thus saving time and money), the Village Board will 
propose that Sewer Utility District D be discontinued and 
that the Lake Michigan Sanitary Sewer Utility District 
be altered to include only those residents that reside within 
the township of Somers that currently receive sanitary sewer 
from the Village. They will also propose that the Pleasant 
Prairie Sewer Utility be established to include the residents 
from the Des Plaines area along with the remaining Village 
customers within the corporate limits of Pleasant Prairie. 

There will be no change in sewer rates solely as a result of 
the establishment of the new Pleasant Prairie Sewer Utility.  
As you may be aware, the Village purchases sanitary sewer 
service wholesale from the Kenosha Water Utility and the 
cost for that service is largely determined by the expense for 
treatment of municipal waste. The public hearing notice 
(page 6) and district maps (pages 4 and 5) are included 
as part of this publication. If you have any questions, 
please call me at (262) 925-6721.

    Michael R. Pollocoff
    Village Administrator


