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8. Conclusion 
 

Bicycling and walking are inexpensive, non-polluting forms of transportation and 

recreation that are accessible to nearly everyone. The Village of Pleasant Prairie is 

proactively planning for these activities to ensure that residents and visitors can 

safely and efficiently travel throughout the village on foot or bike. 

 

The 2010 Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan calls for a ten-fold increase in the 

amount of bicycle lanes, shared-use paths and recreational trails in the Pleasant 

Prairie. When fully implemented, these facilities will create a robust network 

throughout the Village and will allow users to safely bicycle and walk to specific 

destinations or simply for exercise or personal enjoyment. 

 

The 2010 Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan will serve as the guiding document for 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities as well as encouragement, education and 

enforcement programs in the years to come. By actively planning for bicycling and 

walking, the Village demonstrates the importance of these activities. Providing the 

facilities proposed in this plan will offer low-cost and environmentally friendly 

transportation and recreation options that are accessible to all residents. 
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Appendix A: Public Meeting 
 

Attendees at May 28, 2009, Public Meeting 

First  Last  City/Village 

Clyde R  Allen  

Karen   Armstrong Pleasant Prairie 

Stan  Armstrong Pleasant Prairie 

Jim  Bandura Pleasant Prairie 

Dennis  Bell  Pleasant Prairie 

Brian & Carol Boehm  Pleasant Prairie 

Dale  Brandes  

Mildred M. Carlson  Kenosha 

Sally  Fennema-Jansen  

Cliff  Folkers  Pleasant Prairie 

Kate & Tom Fuller  

Jim   Hart  Pleasant Prairie 

Carolyn  Henry  

Peggy   Herrick  Pleasant Prairie 

Troy  Holm  Pleasant Prairie 

Richard & Carol Hunt  Pleasant Prairie 

Kim  Jensen  Pleasant Prairie 

Carla   Knickrehm Pleasant Prairie 

Karen   Kostizke  

Jeff & Dorene Martin  

Don  Moldenhaner Kenosha 

Mike  Pollocoff Pleasant Prairie 

John  Roscioli  Pleasant Prairie 

Greg  Scheppler Pleasant Prairie 

Mike  Schmitz  

Mike  Spence  Pleasant Prairie 

John  Steinbrink, Jr. Pleasant Prairie 

Dave   Steck  Pleasant Prairie 

Brian   Wagner  Pleasant Prairie 

Jean & Jessie Werbie  Pleasant Prairie 

 

Public Comments from May 28, 2009, Public Meeting 
The following written comments were submitted at the meeting: 

 

 I am interested in putting in bike friendly trails going east-west from Kenosha. 

 Please recommend that all major and minor roads, when widened, be widened 

to the max. Wilmat Road (Hwy C) – many children in the area by Pleasant 

Prairie School, eventually this road is going to be widened, please create a 

separate lane like on University Ave in Madison. Cars drive on this road way fast 

now and will probably be faster once widened. 

 A good map that can be carried and passed out would be ideal – similar to 

Racine map. 
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Appendix B: Public Survey Results 
 

An online survey was available for public input from mid-May 2009 through the end 

of September 2009 to gauge pubic opinion on bicycle and pedestrian facilities and 

usage. The survey was advertised in the Village of Pleasant Prairie The Village 

newsletter that is mailed to all Pleasant Prairie households. Additionally, a link to 

the survey was posted on the official Village website. Because the survey was 

available online, it was open to anyone who wanted to participate, regardless of if 

they were a Pleasant Prairie or not. 

 

The survey had a total of 82 participants. The results of the survey are printed 

below, as are verbatim responses to open-ended questions, although personal 

information has been removed. Although there were 82 total participants, the 

number of responses to each question may not sum to 82 as some participants 

skipped some questions and some questions allowed participants to enter more 

than one response if appropriate. 

 

 

Question 1: How important do you think it is to include bicycle issues in the 

Village's transportation planning process? 

Very 

Important 

Somewhat 

Important 

Somewhat 

Unimportant 

Very 

Unimportant 
No Opinion 

Did Not 

Answer 

58 16 0 8 0 0 

70.73% 19.51% 0.00% 9.76% 0.00% 0.00% 

 

 

Question 2: Where do you live? 

Village of 

Pleasant Prairie 

Kenosha County, 

Outside VPP 

Outside of 

Kenosha County 
Other Did Not Answer 

64 17 1 0 0 

78.05% 20.73% 1.22% 0.00% 0.00% 

 

 

Question 3: If you are employed, how far do you live from your primary job? 

Less than 1 

mile 
1-2 miles 2-5 miles 5-10 miles 10+ Miles 

I am not 

employed 

Did Not 

Answer 

6 5 11 11 32 16 1 

7.32% 6.10% 13.41% 13.41% 39.02% 19.51% 1.22% 
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Question 4: Do you walk or jog regularly? 

Yes No 
Did Not 

Answer 

74 8 0 

90.24% 9.76% 0.00% 

 

If yes, do you primarily walk/jog (check all that apply) 

For Exercise 
Personal 

Enjoyment 

Means of 

Transportation 
Year-Round 

Did Not 

Answer 

63 53 9 29 2 

76.83% 64.63% 10.98% 35.37% 2.44% 

 

 

Question 5: Do you have access to a bicycle? 

Yes No 
Did Not 

Answer 

80 2 0 

97.56% 2.44% 0.00% 

 

If yes, do you (check all that apply) 

Ride 

Regularly 

Personal 

enjoyment 
Exercise 

Means of 

Transportation 

Ride Year-

Round 

Did Not 

Answer 

39 63 53 23 10 2 

47.56% 76.83% 64.63% 28.05% 12.20% 2.44% 

 

 

Question 6:  What's the longest distance you would consider riding a bicycle? 

0-1 Mile 1-5 Miles 5-10 Miles 10+ Miles 
Did Not 

Answer 

1 9 16 53 1 

1.25% 11.25% 20.00% 66.25% 1.25% 

 

 

Question 7: If you have school-age children in your household, do they 

regularly walk or bike to school?  

Yes No 
Not 

Applicable 

Did Not 

Answer 

4 35 39 0 

5.13% 44.87% 50.00% 0.00% 

 

If you answered no, why not? 

1. Not allowed; have to ride bus or be driven 

2. KUSD schools are too far away 

3. Rural 

4. Prairie Lane Elementary discourages it because there are no sidewalks 
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5. School won't allow it 

6. They attend Prairie Lane; it is not allowed as there is not access 

7. Teen 

8. I don't want them riding their bikes on Sheridan Rd 

9. No safe route to school 

10. No sidewalks, cars drive too fast down Cooper Rd 

11. Too far away, unsafe roads to ride 

12. Speeders on 7th Ave.  Potholes on 91st St.  Dangerous cross at Sheridan/91ST 

13. Because it is too far and roads don't have sidewalks! 

14. not safe 

15. No sidewalks, dangerous road to walk 85th Street 

16. 7 miles and 25 miles from home; no safe route either 

17. Too far away, busy roads 

18. We drive them 

19. Crossing Springbrook Road 

20. Too far 

21. Roadway to school is dangerous even though bike route (91 St into 7 Ave) 

 

 

Question 8:  Do you feel that Pleasant Prairie is pedestrian friendly? 

Yes No 
Did Not 

Answer 

7 70 3 

8.75% 87.50% 3.75% 

 

If no, why? 

Personal 

Safety 

Concerns 

Bad 

Weather 

Automobile 

Traffic 

Bad Driver 

Behaviors 

Destinations 

are too far 

away 

No 

Sidewalks 

Unsafe 

Intersections 

35 4 50 24 25 49 27 

43.75% 5.00% 62.50% 30.00% 31.25% 61.25% 33.75% 

 

Other Responses (12): 

1. No shoulder on the road 

2. Rural Community 

3. No shoulder to walk on 

4. Roadways unsafe 

5. Need sidewalk - Carol Beach 

6. No shoulders to walk on 

7. No police enforcement 

8. Poor roads, no bike lanes 

9. No accommodations 

10. Narrow roads - no bike lanes 

11. RecPlex is only destination 

12. Other walking paths to lake 

Question 9:  Do you feel that Pleasant Prairie is bicycle-friendly? 

Yes No 
Did Not 

Answer 
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11 69 0 

13.75% 86.25% 0.00% 

 

If no, why? 

Personal 

Safety 

Concerns 

Bad 

Weather 

Automobile 

Traffic 

Bad Driver 

Behaviors 

Destinations 

are too far 

away 

No Bike 

Lanes 

Unsafe 

Intersections 

38 4 46 26 11 60 26 

47.50% 5.00% 57.50% 32.50% 13.75% 75.00% 32.50% 

 

Other Responses (11); 

1. Rural Community 

2. Poor road conditions 116th St. 

3. Road condition - 93rd, 116th 

4. Rough roads 

5. No police enforcement 

6. Some areas are good 

7. Little or no shoulder 

8. Only on bike trail 

9. It depends on which part of Pleasant Prairie you are talking about.  For instance 

85th Street between Cooper Road and 39th Avenue is great because it provides 

a large paved shoulder on each side.  This is great to encourage non-motorized 

travel.  Then there is the stretch of 7th Avenue between 75th Street and 91st 

Street, with its narrow bike lane to be shared by both north and southbound 

travelers.  While I do like striped bike lanes on roadways as a way to bring 

bicycles on the road into the mind of car drivers, this stretch is not only unsafe, 

it perpetuates a myth that it is best to ride a bicycle against traffic.  I will save 

space by not listing the many reasons why riding a bicycle against traffic is not 

safe since you are working with the Bike Fed they can educate the Village on the 

many reasons why bicycling against traffic is unsafe.  This stretch of striped bike 

lane is also unsafe because it is not wide enough to accommodate two bicycles 

traveling in opposite directions, put two cars driving in opposite directions at 

the same time and you have a recipe for disaster. 

10. No shoulders on Cooper, 85th, 92nd, etc 

11. Narrow bike lanes 
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Question 10:  What places in Pleasant Prairie would you like to be able to 

reach by bike or foot? 

Parks/ 

Recreation 

Trails 

Shopping 

Areas/ 

Supermarket 

Schools 
Downtown 

Kenosha 
Work 

Doctor's 

Offices/ 

Hospitals 

Did Not 

Answer 

79 43 20 46 13 16 1 

96.34% 52.44% 24.39% 56.10% 15.85% 19.51% 1.22% 

 

Other Responses (10): 

1. Restaurants 

2. RecPlex 

3. Bike trails, RecPlex 

4. Restaurant/café 

5. Carol Beach area 

6. North Point Marina 

7. I-94 and west 

8. Lake County, Des Plaines River trail 

9. Lakefront 

10. Lakefront 
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Question 11:  How would the factors below affect your decision to bicycle or 

walk? 

 

More on-street bicycle facilities (bike lanes, paved shoulders, wide travel 

lanes, etc.) 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

4 13 60 

5.19% 16.88% 77.92% 

 

More sidewalks 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

17 26 31 

22.97% 35.14% 41.89% 

 

More greenway trails 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

1 29 47 

1.30% 37.66% 61.04% 

 

More bicycle parking 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

18 39 20 

23.38% 50.65% 25.97% 

 

Increased enforcement of laws applying to motorists and bicyclists 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

12 35 30 

15.58% 45.45% 38.96% 

 

Education programs for bicycle safety 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

27 32 19 

34.62% 41.03% 24.36% 

 

A map of bicycle facilities for planning routes 

No Affect Moderately Affect Strongly Affect 

6 29 41 

7.89% 38.16% 53.95% 

Question 12:  Where do you feel comfortable bicycling? 

 

Streets containing bike lanes 

Yes No 

66 12 

84.62% 15.38% 

Streets signed as designated bike routes 
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Yes No 

51 27 

65.38% 34.62% 

 

 

Low traffic neighborhood streets 

Yes No 

78 1 

98.73% 1.27% 

 

Main Village thoroughfares 

Yes No 

14 63 

18.18% 81.82% 

 

Rural thoroughfares 

Yes No 

41 36 

53.25% 46.75% 

 

Greenway trails 

Yes No 

71 8 

89.87% 10.13% 

 

 

Question 13:  Whenever possible, the Village will seek grants for development 

of bike routes and trails.  Would you be willing to support this endeavor using 

tax dollars? 

Yes No 
Did Not 

Answer 

72 6 2 

90.00% 7.50% 2.50% 
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Question 14:  Any additional concerns or comments? 

1. Huge savings and pollution abatement if kids had a safe way to ride or walk to 

schools 

2. The trails in the park areas should be routed to keep the hiker/biker in natural 

surroundings.  They should not be near any houses or manmade structures 

where possible without a natural barrier between them 

3. The Des Plaines River trail is great but we need to utilize biking/walking to 

replacing "driving" everywhere we need to go. 

4. I feel this is an awesome idea.  I feel that Cooper Rd. is especially a horrible 

place for walking or riding bikes and you see many adults and children walking 

and riding to school every morning down this road.  I would love to see this 

issue addressed.  I would most definitely vote yes to spend tax dollars on this 

endeavor!! 

5. It would be terrific if Pleasant Prairie could connect with the Des Plaines River 

trail that ends just across the border in Illinois.  Good luck. 

6. It is unsafe to ride on Village Streets and I will never allow my children to ride 

on Village Streets either.  Want to make an impact on the Village?  Build a train 

station. 

7. I would love to see a bike lane or trail on 116th Street.  I use that street quite 

often to bike from Carol Beach out to the industrial park and it is very bumpy 

and very narrow without shoulders. 

8. Thanks for fixing 93rd Street… however 116th Street is a major E/W street that 

crosses the bike path and the road is horrific to bike due to cracks and bumps 

especially going east from Old Green Bay Road. 

9. Poorly maintained roads (especially along the triathlon route) make training 

more difficult. 

10. Pleasant Prairie has a great chance to change the roads and make the bike path 

more reachable for families to travel to safely. 

11. That would be great to have bike lanes, sidewalks and more trails. 

12. Some street conditions are rough.  Particularly 116th Street.  116th is a main 

road I would like to use to get to the current trails, however it is just too rough 

so I end up driving my car and unloading out bikes to avoid 116th Street 

13. I regularly bike the triathlon route and 93rd Street is in extremely poor 

condition for bikes between Cooper and Green Bay Rd.  It is dangerous the road 

is in such poor condition. 

14. 116th Street and especially 93rd Street are bad roads for biking.  Need road 

improvement and bike lanes!  Thanks! 

15. Streets containing bike lanes that I've seen have only one lane - so all traffic 

going in both directions use this lane - it does not seem safe and the lane is 

narrow.  Also - in Pleasant Prairie where I live, you have to use Sheridan to 

access any other roads/trails in the community.  Sheridan is very busy, drivers 

travel very fast and intersections are difficult/unsafe for turning.  It is tough 

turning onto our road (101st) in a car, let alone a bike.  I believe adding bike 

lanes and making the roads safe for bikers and pedestrians would greatly 

enhance the appeal of living in Pleasant Prairie.  Thanks for this opportunity. 

16. I frequently ride 10-15 miles per day, 4-5 days per week and I frequently ride 

on the bike trail from 89th Street south to the IL border and further south.  It is 

not in as good a condition as in IL.  There are spots were ruts are deep and 

gravel is loose.  I also do not feel it is safe to ride alone on the bike trail, 
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especially after dark.  If you have more questions please feel free to contact me:  

[omitted]. 

17. The Village has always held an "edge" in exercise/fitness needs for individuals 

and families.  This project would continue that tradition and support the 

"green" needs of the future. 

18. Present bike trails need to be maintained, large gravel or stone should not be 

used especially at street crossings and access to street crossing should not be 

inclined. 

19. I currently bike at times when traffic is low to minimize safety issues.  I would 

like to bike to work, but traffic is worst during commuting hours.  Please 

consider providing more bike trails such as the Kenosha Bike trail and Des 

Plaines River trail.  These trails eliminate most of the encounters between bikes 

and cars, providing a much safer route for commuting. 

20. Having a bike trail from Prairie Ridge subdivision to RecPlex center instead of 

hwy H 

21. One of the most popular and scenic areas of our town is Lakeshore Drive.  Many 

people walk, jog, bicycle and push baby strollers down this road.  It is dangerous 

to do these activities on this road regardless of automobile speeds because 

there is just not enough room for both autos and pedestrians to safely use this 

road.  Dedicated paths are needed along Lakeshore Drive and the surrounding 

Chiwaukee Prairie areas in order for the citizens to more fully utilize and to 

safely access these areas. 

22. I live on Cooper Road, not far from Whittier School.  I would love to see 

sidewalks or something that my child could use when she goes to middle school 

next year at Lance.  Currently, I would not allow her to ride her bike or walk to 

school.  Even though the speed limit is 30 all the way down Cooper, drivers 

constantly exceed the speed limit.  I'd love to see the road widened, bike lanes 

and /or sidewalks put in, but that could also encourage drivers to go even 

faster.  I think enforcement of the speed limits in the Village would help a great 

deal. 

23. I do enjoy the Kenosha bike trail and the path from Southport Park through 

Kenosha.  There are some great bike paths available.  I would like to see more so 

that we are encouraged to bike and walk to destinations. 

24. The current location of the winter snowmobile trails on Hwy 165 would be an 

excellent place for a paved bike trail with connections to Prairie Springs Park 

and to the gravel trail east of 39th Avenue. 

25. A paved trail would be nice to have.  My 5-year old child slipped on the gravel 

on the Kenosha County bike trail last fall and was injured.  The dirt trail is not 

compatible with road bikes and makes bikes and riders very dirty.  Lack of 

neighborhood sidewalks for safe walking is also a concern.  We often take 

evening walks between Springbrook Meadows and Village Green subdivisions.  

The busier streets (like Cooper Rd) are not safe for strollers and small kids on 

bikes and scooters.  Finally, a paved trail linking Lake Andrea to residential 

neighborhoods to the East of Green Bay Road would be used heavily.  Currently, 

riding on Hwy 165 is the only option, clearly not safe for children.  A trail from 

the Kenosha County Bike trail to the Lake Andrea trail would provide access to 

the lake for users of this widely used trail. 

26. I'd focus less on public safety/law enforcement issues as it relates to 

cycling/walking.  The number of cyclists I see pass in front of my house tells me 

that the problem isn't one of unsafe conditions or safety but, rather, the need to 
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better connect Village parks, transit areas, etc. with potential pathways.  Don't 

focus on nanny-state politics, just look at how you can make efficient use of our 

tax dollars to make this a more navigable village. 

27. As a Carol Beach resident I am strongly interested in sidewalks for walking 

alone and with my children.  With the many bicycles we get in the area in 

addition to automobile traffic it has become very unsafe to walk with children 

or with strollers.  Vehicles also drive VERY fast especially down Lakeshore Dr.  

They take the curves at high speeds and you cannot react once you see the car 

coming at a high speed.  I have not taken my children for many walks in the 

neighborhood because of the vehicle and bike traffic.  Sidewalk would be a 

fantastic addition for the residents here and would significantly improve the 

safety of the area.  [Name and address omitted]. 

28. There is no police presence on Lakeshore Drive.  It's a drag way for speeders 

from 90th Street to the south.  Everyone is driving way too fast on this street:  

residents, school buses, UPS, Fed Ex, Pat's Sanitation all drive at dangerous 

speeds. 

29. Pleasant Prairie needs to connect better to Kenosha especially with Main Street 

(39th) via a well marked bike lane.  The bike path is not safe for female 

individuals biking alone. 

30. We'd like to see more paved or fine gravel trails in natural settings, similar to 

the abandoned railroad trails in the state (Elroy-Sparta trail, Red Cedar trail etc) 

A trail in the northwest corner of Pleasant Prairie would be great! 

31. Let's Do It! 

32. Both "Main" and "Rural" thoroughfares should be marked No.  Is it possible to 

have bike lanes marked on Hwy C from 50 to I94.  Traffic is getting heavy and 

the new interchanges worry me.  Also, I stay off of H during much of the day due 

to traffic from the industrial park, especially between 50 and 165.  I really miss 

not going past John Steinbrink's house as much as I used to. Bain Station Road 

could also use shoulders, especially between H and C.  Thanks for the 

opportunity to voice my opinion.   

33. Let's get bike friendly! 

34. It's obvious that the time for more bike/walking is upon us. For the 

environment and economy. 

35. Good Idea.  Keep putting 3' paved shoulder on all new roads and resurface 

roads. 

36. I commend you for taking the initiative to look into improving our community 

37. Paint crossing lines on the roads where the bike trails cross.  The openings are 

not clearly marked and hard to judge the distance in a car. 

38. I would most like to see the 7th Avenue stretch corrected.  What bothers me 

most about it is the way it is telling people that it is safe to ride a bicycle against 

traffic when this is wrong and very dangerous.  I believe what the Village of 

Pleasant Prairie is doing by asking for input and more importantly working with 

the bicycle federation of Wisconsin is fantastic.  I am very optimistic that these 

steps are going to go a long way to help the Village of Pleasant Prairie become a 

great place to live, work and visit. 

39. The village needs a safe East-West bicycle corridor to connect RecPlex with the 

lakefront.  93rd St sees a lot of bicycle traffic, but is EXTREMELY unsafe 

(narrow, bumpy road, no shoulders, dangerous intersection at CR ML 

40. We live in Prairie Village condos and would like to be able to get to Lake Andrea, 

but 93rd Street is just to narrow with most traffic seeming to go faster than the 
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posted speed limit.  When I'm driving my car through there at 35-40 mph, I 

often have a car or truck running up behind me.  Then too, to go east over to the 

bike trail on 93rd Street from 39th Ave, it'll rattle the fillings out of your teeth 

on a bike or car. 

41. Carol Beach Lake Shore Drive has a bike trail that would that could use a little 

more widening.  Its very appealing to everyone who has walked or biked along 

the lakeshore. 
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Appendix C: Rules for Bicycling on the Road 
 

The following information is drawn from the Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation Safety and Consumer Protection webpage. 

http://www.dot.state.wi.us/safety/vehicle/bicycle/rules.htm 

 

General rules 
 Bicycles are vehicles. They belong on the road. 

 Ride at least three feet from the curb or parked vehicles. 

 Ride in a straight line. Don't swerve in and out around parked vehicles.  

 Always ride in the same direction as traffic.  

 Sidewalk riding for bicyclists past the learning stage can be more dangerous 

than on the road, obeying traffic laws. It is also illegal in most communities. 

 Obey all traffic laws.  

 Be predictable! Let other users know where you intend to go and maintain 

an understood course.  

 

Narrow lanes 

 Ride in the center of the lane.  

 Keep at least three feet between yourself and passing or parked traffic.  

 

 
 

Wide lanes 
 Ride just to the right of the actual traffic line, not alongside the curb.  

 Keep at least three feet between yourself and the curb or parked vehicles. 

 Motorists should be passing you with at least 3 feet of clearance.  

 

 
 

 

http://www.dot.state.wi.us/safety/vehicle/bicycle/rules.htm
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Don't get doored! 

 Ride in a straight line three feet out from parked cars. You'll avoid car doors 

that open in front of you and you'll be more visible to other drivers.  

 

 
 

 Don't pull into the space between parked cars. Ride just to the right of the 

actual traffic line, not alongside the curb.  

 

 
  

Take the lane 

You will fare better with other road users if you function like a legal vehicle 

operator, which you are.  

 

 Right turning motorists can be a problem, but taking the lane or more of the 

right portion of the wide curb lane can prevent this. Take an adult bicycling 

course to learn skills and develop confidence in traffic.  

 Left turning motorists are the cause of most adult bicyclists’ crashes. 

Motorists claim not to see the cyclist who is traveling in a straight path in 

the opposite direction.  

 

Bicyclists, when making your own left turn look over your left shoulder for traffic, 

signal your left turn and change lanes smoothly, so you are to the left side or center 

of the through lane by the time you reach the intersection. If a left turn lane is 

present, make a lane change to center of that lane. Do not move to left of that lane as 

left-turning motorists may cut you off. 

 Do not wait until you reach the crosswalk, then stop and try to ride from a 

stop across other traffic. If you need to cross as a pedestrian, leave the 
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travel lanes, then get into the crosswalk, walking or riding your bicycle like 

a pedestrian travels, not fast, and with pedestrian signals. 

 

Lane positioning can be especially important in approaching a downhill intersection. 

Moving to the center makes you more visible to intersecting and left turning 

motorists in opposing lanes. 

 Going downhill, your speed is likely to be closer to traffic speeds or posted 

speed limits. Hugging the curb when there are visual barriers increases 

your chances of being struck by a bigger vehicle, or of hitting a pedestrian 

or sidewalk riding bicyclist. 

 Take the lane, be seen and see other traffic better if you are close to traffic 

speeds  

 

How to ride 

Wear bright colors during the day and retro-reflective items at night along with 

headlight and taillight to increase your visibility to other road users. 

 Wear a bicycle helmet on every ride to reduce your chance of head injury in 

event of a fall or crash. Most serious injuries from a fall or crash are to the 

head and most frequently, the forehead, so wear helmet level with the 

ground, just above the eyebrows.  

 

Be aware of changing road surfaces, new construction or unusual barriers on the 

roadway, distracters for both you and other vehicle operators. 

 Leaves can be slippery in the early morning and are a hazard even when 

slightly damp. Distractions such as dogs, wild animals and even humans can 

draw attention from the roadway and lead to a crash. Expect them.  

 

Motorist reminders 

 Bicycles are vehicles. They belong on the road. 

 Cyclists need room to get around potholes, sewer grates and other 

obstructions.  

 Leave at least three feet when passing bicycles, more room at higher 

speeds.  

 Change lanes to pass any bicycle traveling in a narrow lane.  

 Train yourself to scan for fast moving (it's hard to tell speed) bicycles and 

motorcycles in the opposing lane to you when turning left, and scan 

sidewalks and crosswalks for pedestrians and bicyclists using the sidewalk 

and crosswalk as a pedestrian. Always scan to your right side sidewalk 

before you leave a stop light or stop sign. And to the left and right side 

sidewalks when on a one-way street.  
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Appendix D: Wisconsin State Bicycle Laws 
 

The information below is a summary of current Wisconsin State Laws relating to 

bicycling. The numbers in brackets refer to the specific state statute; for the 

complete statutes, consult the Wisconsin Department of Transportation Summary of 

Wisconsin Bicycle Laws. 

http://www.dot.state.wi.us/safety/vehicle/bicycle/docs/bikelaws.pdf 

 

A. Vehicular Status 
 The bicycle is defined as a vehicle. [340.01(5)] 

 The operator of a vehicle is granted the same rights and subject to the same 

duties as the driver of any other vehicle. [346.02(4)(a)] 

 

B. Lane Positioning 
 Always ride on the right, in the same direction as other traffic. 

[346.80(2)(a)] 

 Ride as far to the right as is practicable (not as far right as possible). 

[346.80(2)(a)] 

 Practicable generally means safe and reasonable. 346.80(2)(a) lists a few 

situations when it is not practicable to ride far to the right: 

 When overtaking and passing another vehicle traveling in the same 

direction; 

 When preparing for a left turn at an inter-section or driveway; 

 When reasonably necessary to avoid unsafe conditions, including fixed or 

moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface 

hazards or substandard width lanes [defined as a lane that is too narrow for 

a bicycle and a motor vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane].  

 

C. One Way Streets 

 Bicycles on a one-way street with 2 or more lanes of traffic may ride as near 

the left or right-hand edge or curb of the roadway as practicable (in the 

same direction as other traffic). [346.80(2)(b)] 

 

D. Use of Shoulders 
 Bicycles may be ridden on the shoulder of a highway unless prohibited by 

local authorities. [386.04(1m)] 

 

E. Riding 2-Abreast 

 Riding 2 abreast is permitted on any street as long as other traffic is not 

impeded. When riding 2 abreast on a 2 or more lane roadway, you both 

have to ride within a single lane. [346.80(3)(a)] 

 

F. Hand Signals 

 Bicyclists are required to use the same hand signals as motorists [346.35].  

 Hand signals are required within 50 feet of your turn. It is not required 

continuously if you need both hands to control the bicycle [346.34(1)(b)] 

G. Passing 

http://www.dot.state.wi.us/safety/vehicle/bicycle/docs/bikelaws.pdf
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 A motorist passing a bicyclist in the same lane is required to give the 

bicyclist at least 3 feet of clearance, and to maintain that clearance until 

safely past. [346.075] 

 A bicyclist passing a stopped or moving vehicle is also required to give at 

least 3 feet of clearance when passing. [346.80(2)(c)] 

 

H. Use of Sidewalks 
 State Statutes allow local units of government to permit vehicles on 

sidewalks through local ordinances. [346.94(1)] 

 When bicycles are allowed to be operated on sidewalks, bicyclists must 

yield to pedestrians and give an audible warning when passing pedestrians 

traveling in the same direction. [346.804] 

 At intersections and other sidewalk crossings (alleys, driveways), a bicyclist 

on the sidewalk has the same rights and duties as pedestrians. [346.23, 24, 

25, 37, 38] 

 

I. Bicycling at Night 
 Bicycling at night requires at least a white front headlight and a red rear 

reflector. The white front light must be visible to others 500 feet away. The 

red rear reflector must be visible to others between 50 and 500 feet away. A 

red or amber steady or flashing rear light may be used in addition to the 

required reflector. These are required no matter where you ride--street, 

path or sidewalk. [347.489(1)] 

 

J. Duty to report accident 

 The operator of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 

death of any person, or total damage to property owned by any one person 

of $1,000 or more shall immediately give notice of such accident to the 

police. [346.70] 

 “Injury” means injury to a person of a physical nature resulting in death or 

the need of first aid or attention by a physician or surgeon, whether or not 

first aid or medical or surgical treatment was actually received;  

 “Total damage to property owned by one person” means the sum total cost 

of putting the property damaged in the condition it was before the accident, 

or the sum total cost of replacing such property. 

 This section does not apply to accidents involving only vehicles propelled 

by human power. 

 

 


