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The Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin is a statewide nonprofit bicycle education and 

advocacy organization. The Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin’s mission is to make 

Wisconsin a better place to bicycle. Bicycling is a viable, healthy, and 

environmentally sustainable means of transportation, recreation, and sport. The 

Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin provides bicyclists of all ages with information on 

recreational rides, safety tips, and commuting skills while educating decision 

makers about the importance of bicycling to our communities. 

Learn more at http://www.bfw.org. 

 

http://www.bfw.org/


Village of Pleasant Prairie   Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan 

ii 

Table of Contents 
 

Executive Summary ...................................................................................................... iii 
1. Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Purpose ................................................................................................................. 2 
1.2 Scope..................................................................................................................... 3 
1.3 Summary of Public Input....................................................................................... 4 

2. The Importance of Bicycling and Walking ................................................................. 6 
2.1 Social and Health Benefits .................................................................................... 6 
2.2 Environmental and Transportation Benefits ........................................................ 7 
2.3 Economic Opportunities ....................................................................................... 8 

3. Existing Conditions ................................................................................................... 9 
3.1 Regional Context ................................................................................................... 9 
3.2 Population and Demographics ............................................................................ 10 
3.3 Land Use ............................................................................................................. 11 
3.4 Parks and Open Space ........................................................................................ 12 
3.5 Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities ......................................................................... 14 
3.6 Existing Plans and Policies................................................................................... 15 

4. Education, Encouragement, and Enforcement .........................................................18 
4.1 Education ............................................................................................................ 18 
4.2 Encouragement ................................................................................................... 20 
4.3 Enforcement ....................................................................................................... 22 

5. Goals, Objectives and Policies .................................................................................23 
5.1 Goals ................................................................................................................... 23 
5.2 Objectives ........................................................................................................... 23 
5.3 Policies ................................................................................................................ 24 

6. Design Standards .....................................................................................................26 
6.1 Federal and State Design Guidance .................................................................... 26 
6.2 On-Street Facilities .............................................................................................. 27 
6.3 Off-Street Facilities ............................................................................................. 41 
6.4 Support Facilities ................................................................................................ 44 

7. Recommended Bike and Pedestrian Network ..........................................................48 
7.1 Proposed Network .............................................................................................. 48 
7.2 Facility Recommendations and Conceptual Costs .............................................. 49 
7.3 Funding Opportunities ........................................................................................ 52 
7.3 Funding Opportunities ........................................................................................ 53 

8. Conclusion ...............................................................................................................57 
Appendix A: Public Meeting ........................................................................................58 
Appendix B: Public Survey Results ...............................................................................59 
Appendix C: Rules for Bicycling on the Road ................................................................70 
Appendix D: Wisconsin State Bicycle Laws ..................................................................73 
 



Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan  Village of Pleasant Prairie 

iii 

Executive Summary 
 

Bicycling and walking are inexpensive, non-polluting forms of transportation and 

recreation that are accessible to nearly everyone. Children, many elderly and those 

without access to motor vehicles can rely on cycling and walking as an autonomous 

form of transportation. Other residents may rely on cycling for transportation due to 

its low cost, sustainability, or simply the joy of being on a bike. In addition to 

transportation, residents of all ages and abilities commonly participate in cycling, 

walking and running activities as a form of recreation and exercise. 

 

For cycling and walking to be viable forms of transportation and recreation, there 

must be facilities that allow residents to safely and comfortably participate in these 

activities and reach their destinations. The Village of Pleasant Prairie recognizes the 

importance of providing these options for its citizens. Focused on bicycling and 

walking, the 2010 Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails Plan demonstrates the Village’s 

commitment to providing facilities for walking and cycling. Based on current 

development as well as future development outlined in the 2035 Village of Pleasant 

Prairie Comprehensive Plan, this plan proposes a ten-fold increase in facilities 

designated for bicycle and pedestrian use. The plan also details encouragement, 

education, enforcement and evaluation programs and recommendations to boost 

bicycle ridership and walking within the Village. 

 

The primary goal of this plan is to: 

 

Establish and maintain a safe, comprehensive and integrated bicycle and 

pedestrian trail network that encourages the use of bicycles and walking for 

commuting, recreation and other trips. 

 

A series of eight specific objectives and 27 policies are recommended in Chapter 6 to 

achieve this goal. Primary among these recommendations is the development of a 

robust and well-connected system of on-street bicycle lanes and off-street shared-

use paths that tie together current and future Village neighborhoods, recreation 

areas, commercial areas and employment centers. The development of this network 

will allow residents to quickly and safely travel around the Village on bike or foot, 

no matter what their destination or the reason for their trip. 

 

By proactively planning for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and programs and 

policies that encourage cycling and walking, Pleasant Prairie is demonstrating a 

commitment to offering Village residents and visitors accessible, environmentally 

friendly and inexpensive transportation and recreation options. 

 

 


